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January 5, 2007
Contact:   Stephen P. Younger, Counsel
Phone:  (212) 336-2685
email:  spyounger@pbwt.com
John F. O’Mara, Chair of the New York State Commission on Judicial Nomination, is pleased to announce that Stephen P. Younger has been appointed to serve as Counsel to the Commission effective immediately.

Mr. Younger succeeds Stuart A. Summit, who has ably served as Counsel to the Commission since its inception in 1978.  Mr. Summit will continue to serve as Senior Counsel to the Commission.  Mr. Summit is a Senior Litigation Partner of Phillips Nizer LLP.  He was formerly Law Secretary to then-Appellate Division Justice Charles D. Breitel and was Executive Secretary of the Mayor's Committee on the Judiciary.
Mr. Younger is a Partner at Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP.  He  previously served as Assistant Counsel to the Commission.  He was formerly a law clerk to Hon. Hugh R. Jones, who served as an Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals through his retirement in 1984.  Mr. Younger formerly served as Chair of the Commercial and Federal Litigation Section of the New York State Bar Association.
The Commission on Judicial Nomination was created by Article 6, § 2 of the New York State constitution.  The Commission nominates persons for vacancies in the offices of Associate Judge and Chief Judge of the New York State Court of Appeals, from whom the Governor must select his appointment for the vacancy.  The Governor's appointment is subject to confirmation by the New York Senate.  Of the twelve members of the commission, four are chosen by the Governor, four by the Chief Judge of the State of New York, and one each by the Speaker of the Assembly, Temporary President of the Senate, Minority Leader of the Senate and Minority Leader of the Assembly.
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